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^ Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public. 
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OMB No. 1545-0047 


2017 


Open to Public 
Inspection 


A For the 2017 calendar year, or tax year beginning JUL 1 , 2 017 _and ending JUN 30 , 2018 


B Check if 
applicable; 


□ Address 
change 

□ Name 
change 


C Name of organization 

The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 


Doing business as 


D Employer identification number 


36-3640583 


□ Initial 
return 

□ Final 
return/ 
termin¬ 
ated 


Number and street (or P.O. box if mail is not delivered to street address) 

5440 Park Place 


Room/suite 


E Telephone number 

_( 847) 


696-1010 


□ 

□ 


Amended 

return 

Applica¬ 

tion 

pending 


City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code 

Rosemont, IL 60018_ 


G Gross receipts $ 


760,525,425 


F Name and address of principal officer: James E. Del any 

same as C above 


I Tax-exempt status: I X I 501(c)(3) I I 5Q1(c) ( 

j Website: ► WWW. BigTen. org_ 


X (insert no.) I I 4947(a)(1) or I I 527 


H(a) Is this a group return 

for subordinates? . I I Yes I X I No 

H(b) Are all subordinates included? □ ves Ono 

If "No," attach a list, (see instructions) 
H(c) Group exemption number 


K Form of ornanizatinn- rXI Corporation I ^ Trust I ^Association I ^ Other ► 


L Year of formation: 198 7| m State of legal domicile: DE 


Part I Summary 


Briefly describe the organization's mission or most significant activities: 

Ten" or "Conference") is an association 


The Big Ten Conference ("Big 


of world-class universities 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7a 

b 


Check this box ► I I if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of 
Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1a) 

Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1b) 

Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2017 (Part V, line 2a) 

Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary) 

Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), line 12 

Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, line 34 . 


more than 25% of its net assets. 

4 

7a 
7b 





Prior Year 

Current Year 

4 ) 

3 

C 

8 

Contributions and grants (Part VIII, line 1h) 

0. 

0. 

9 

Program service revenue (Part VIII, line 2q) 

499,657,785. 

725,745,079. 

O 

> 

10 

Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3. 4, and 7d) 

12,281,739. 

31,568,955. 

oc 

11 

Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), lines 5, 6d, 8c, 9c, 10c, and lie) 

938,545. 

1,585,849. 


12 

Total revenue ■ add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12) . 

512,878,069. 

758,899,883. 


13 

Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3) 

469,567,931. 

685,257,172. 


14 

Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) 

0. 

0. 

v> 

15 

Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5-10) 

8,094,288. 

9,565,037. 

4 ) 

</> 

16a 

Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line 11 e) 

0. 

0. 

4 ) 

a 

b 

Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) ► 0 . 



LIJ 

17 

Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 1 la-1 Id, 11f-24e) 

21,176,120. 

22,161,378. 


18 

Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) 

498,838,339. 

716,983,587. 


19 

Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 18 from line 12 . 

14,039,730. 

41,916,296. 

i_ c/l 

og 



Beqinninq qf Current Year 

End of Year 

fU 

20 

Total assets (Part X, line 16) 

165,986,791. 

202,752,959. 


21 

Total liabilities (Part X, line 26) 

83,054,877. 

77,739,646. 

1- 

LI- 

22 

Net assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from line 20 . 

82,931,914. 

125,013,313. 


14 


58 


0 


6,685 


Part II I Signature Block 


Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is 
true, correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge. _ 


Sign 

Here 




^ Signature of officer Date 

k Julie Suderman, Chief Financial Officer 

^ Type or print name and title 

Paid 

Preparer 
Use Only 

Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature 1 1 

Zack Fortsch Lif-empioyed P00052725 

Firm's name ^ RSM US LLP 

Firm'sEIN^ 42-0714325 

Firm’s address ^ 1 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800 

Chicago, IL 60606 

Phone no.312-634-3400 


May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions) . I X I Yes I I No 


May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions) . I X I Yes I I No 
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Form 990(2017) 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part III I Statement of Program Service Accomplishments 


36-3640583 


_ Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part III . 

1 Briefly describe the organization's mission: 

The Big Ten Conference is an association of world-class universities 

whose member institutions share a common mission of research, _ 

graduate, professional and undergraduate teaching and public service. 
Founded in 1896, the Big Ten has sustained a comprehensive set of 


Page 2 

m 


2 Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on the 

prior Form 990 or 990-EZ? . I I Yes I X I No 

If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O. 

3 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services? . I I Yes I X I No 

If "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O. 

4 Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses. 

Section 501 (c)(3) and 501 (c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total expenses, and 
revenue, if any, for each program service reported. _ 

4a (code; _ ) (Expenses $ 685,25*7,172, including grants of $ 685,257,172. ) (r evenue $ _ 721,416,100. ) 

The Conference collects revenue on behalf of the member schools from 


football and 

basketball 

television contracts. 

bowl games, 

football 

championship 

game, and ! 

basketball tournaments 

, as well as 

grants 

from 

the National 

Collegiate 

Athletic Association 

(NCAA), and 

remits 

the 

revenue to the member schools' athletic department. 


4b (code: _ ) (Expenses $ _ 2,630,695. including grants of $ _ ) {Revenue $ 1,304,053. ) 

Championships - The Conference declares conference champions in _ 

twenty-eight sports and oversees twenty-seven season-ending _ 

championships/tournaments. _ 


4c (code: _ ) (Expenses $ _ 2,893,682. including grants of $ _ ) (Revenue $_ ) 

Officiating - The Conference provides neutral third-party officials for 

several conference-sponsored sports (baseball, basketball, field _ 

hockey, football, volleyball, men's soccer, women's soccer, women's _ 

lacrosse, softball, wrestling and ice hockey); oversees management of _ 

the officiating program (e.g., assigning officials, finance _ 

administration, etc.); and administers annual clinics, rule reviews, _ 

and other programs designed to enhance the skills of participating _ 

officials. 


4d Other program services (Describe in Schedule 0.) 

(Expenses $ 5/085/022# including grants of $ 

) (Revenue $ 

3,024,926 .) 

4e Total proqram service expenses ► 695,866,571. 
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Form 990(2017) 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part IV I Checklist of Required Schedules 


1 Is the organization described in section 501 (c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? 

If "Ves," complete Schedule A . 

2 Is the organization required to compiete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors'? 

3 Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to candidates for 

public office? If "Yes ," complete Schedule C, Part I . 

4 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501(h) election in effect 

during the tax year? if "Yes ," complete Schedule C, Part II . 

5 Is the organization a section 501 (c)(4), 501 (c)(5), or 501 (c)(6) organization that receives membership dues, assessments, or 
similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-19? if "Yes ," complete Schedule C, Part III 

6 Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the right to 
provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? if "Yes ," complete Schedule D, Part I 

7 Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space, 
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If "Yes ," complete Schedule D, Part II 

8 Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? if "Yes ," complete 

Schedule D, Part III . 

9 Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability, serve as a custodian for 
amounts not listed in Part X; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negotiation services? 

If "Yes ," complete Schedule D, Part IV . 

10 Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments, permanent 
endowments, or quasi-endowments? if "Yes ," complete Schedule D, Part V 

11 If the organization’s answer to any of the following questions is "Yes," then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VII, VIII, IX, or X 
as applicable. 

a Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? If "Yes ," complete Schedule D, 

Part VI . 

b Did the organization report an amount for investments - other securities in Part X, line 12 that is 5% or more of its total 

assets reported in Part X, line 16? if "Yes ," complete Schedule D, Part VII . 

c Did the organization report an amount for investments - program related in Part X, line 13 that is 5% or more of its total 

assets reported in Part X, line 16? if "Yes ," complete Schedule D, Part VIII . 

d Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that is 5% or more of its total assets reported in 

Part X, line 16? If "Yes ," complete Schedule D, Part IX . 

e Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities in Part X, line 25? if "Yes ," complete Schedule D, Part X 
f Did the organization's separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses 
the organization's liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If "Yes ," complete Schedule D, Part X 
12a Did the organization obtain separate, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? if "Yes ," complete 

Schedule D, Parts XI and XII . 

b Was the organization included in consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? 

If "Yes ," and If the organization answered "No " to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII Is optional . 

13 Is the organization a school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii)? if "Yes ," complete Schedule E 
14a Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? 
b Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising, business, 
investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments valued at $100,000 
or more? If "Yes ," complete Schedule F, Parts I and IV . 

15 Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any 
foreign organization? if "Yes ," complete Schedule F, Parts II and IV 

16 Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other assistance to 

or for foreign individuals? if "Yes ," complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV . 

17 Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on Part IX, 

column (A), lines 6 and lie? if "Yes ," complete Schedule G, Part I . 

18 Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part VIII, lines 

1 c and 8a? if "Yes ," complete Schedule G, Part II . 

19 Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? If "Yes," 

complete Schedule G. Part III . 



Yes 

No 

1 

X 


2 


X 

3 


X 

4 


X 

5 


X 

6 


X 

7 


X 

8 


X 

9 


X 

10 


X 




11a 

X 


11b 

X 


11c 


X 

lid 


X 

lie 

X 


Ilf 

X 


12a 


X 

12b 

X 


13 


X 

14a 


X 

14b 


X 

15 


X 

16 


X 

17 


X 

18 


X 

19 


X 
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Form 990(2017) 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part IV Checklist of Required Schedules (continued) 


20a Did the organization operate one or more hospitai faciiities? if "Yes," complete Schedule H 

b If "Yes" to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this return? 

21 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or 
domestic government on Part IX, column (A), line 1 ? If "Yes ," complete Schedule I, Parts I and II 

22 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on 

Part IX, column (A), line 2? if "Yes ," complete Schedule I, Parts I and III . 

23 Did the organization answer "Yes" to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the organization's current 

and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees? if "Yes ," complete 
Schedule J . 

24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of the 
last day of the year, that was issued after December 31,2002? if "Yes ," answer lines 24b through 24d and complete 

Schedule K. If "No ", go to line 25a . 

b Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception? 
c Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year to defease 
any tax-exempt bonds? 

d Did the organization act as an "on behalf of" issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during the year? 

25a Section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations. Did the organization engage in an excess benefit 
transaction with a disqualified person during the year? if "Yes ," complete Schedule L, Part I 
b Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior year, and 
that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization's prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? if "Yes ," complete 
Schedule L, Part I . 

26 Did the organization report any amount on Part X, line 5, 6, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any current or 

former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or disqualified persons? if "Yes ," 
complete Schedule L, Part II . 

27 Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, substantial 
contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or family member 

of any of these persons? if "Yes ," complete Schedule L, Part III . 

28 Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L, Part IV 
instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions): 

a A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? if "Yes ," complete Schedule L, Part IV 
b A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? if "Yes ," complete Schedule L, Part IV 
c An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof) was an officer, 
director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? if "Yes ," complete Schedule L, Part IV . 

29 Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? If "Yes ," complete Schedule M 

30 Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified conservation 

contributions? if "Yes ," complete Schedule M . 

31 Did the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations? 

If "Yes ," complete Schedule N, Part I . 

32 Did the organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets? if "Yes ," complete 

Schedule N, Part II . 

33 Did the organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations 

sections 301.7701 -2 and 301.7701 -3? If "Yes ," complete Schedule R, Part I . 

34 Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity? if "Yes ," complete Schedule R, Part II, III, or IV, and 

Part V, line 1 . 

35a Did the organization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? 

b If "Yes" to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled entity 
within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? if "Yes ," complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 . 

36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related organization? 

If "Yes ," complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 . 

37 Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization 
and that is treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? if "Yes ," complete Schedule R, Part VI 

38 Did the organization complete Schedule O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part VI, lines 11b and 19? 

_ Note. All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule O . 



Yes 

No 

20a 


X 

20b 



21 

X 


22 


X 

23 

X 


24a 

X 


24b 


X 

24c 


X 

24d 


X 

25a 


X 

25b 


X 

26 


X 

27 


X 




28a 


X 

28b 


X 

28c 


X 

29 


X 

30 


X 

31 


X 

32 


X 

33 

X 


34 

X 


35a 

X 


35b 

X 


36 


X 

37 


X 

38 

X 
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Form990(2017) _ The Big Ten Conference, Inc. _ 36-3640583 Page7 


Part VII 

Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated 



Employees, and Independent Contractors 

Check if Schedule 0 contains a response or note to any line in this Part VII 

. n 

Section A. 

Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees 



1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax year. 

• List all of the organization’s current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of compensation. 
Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (E) if no compensation was paid. 

• List all of the organization’s current key employees, if any. See instructions for definition of "key employee." 

• List the organization’s five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee) who received report- 
able compensation (Box 5 of Eorm W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the organization and any related organizations. 

• List all of the organization’s former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000 of 
reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations. 

• List all of the organization’s former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the organization, 
more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations. 

List persons in the following order: individual trustees or directors; institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest compensated employees; 
and former such persons. 

I I Check this box if neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee. _ 


(A) 

Name and Title 

(B) 

Average 
hours per 
week 
(list any 
hours for 

related 

organizations 

below 

line) 

(C) 

Position 

(do not check more than one 
box, unless person is both an 
officer and a director/trustee) 

(D) 

Reportable 

compensation 

from 

the 

organization 

(W-2/1099-MISC) 

(E) 

Reportable 
compensation 
from related 
organizations 
(W-2/1099-MISC) 

(F) 

Estimated 

amount of 
other 

compensation 
from the 
organization 
and related 
organizations 

Individual trustee or director 

Institutional trustee 

Officer 

Key employee 

Highest compensated 
employee 

Former 

(1) Morton 0. Schapiro 

Chair 

5.00 

X 






0. 

1,590,081. 

436,752. 

40.00 

(2) Michael A. McRobbie 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

1,625,401. 

344,236. 

40.00 

(3) Michael V. Drake 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

1,264,627. 

133,581. 

40.00 

(4) Mark S. Schlissel 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

798,319. 

270,535. 

40.00 

(5) Eric W. Kaler 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

628,510. 

305,734. 

40.00 

(6) Mitchell E. Daniels 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

756,899. 

148,559. 

40.00 

(7) Eric J. Barron 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

1,074,919. 

45,600 . 

45.00 

(8) Ronald Green 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

457,654. 

46,952. 

40.00 

(9) Rebecca M. Blank 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

492,868. 

92,577. 

40.00 

(10) Wallace D. Loh 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

631,469. 

36,136 . 

40.00 

(11) Robert L. Barchi 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

808,546. 

36,300 . 

40.00 

(12) Robert J. Jones 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

698,735. 

22,377. 

40.00 

(13) Bruce Harreld 

Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

590,656. 

52,746. 

40.00 

(14) John M. Engler 

Interim Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

0. 

0. 

40.00 

(15) Lou Anna K. Simon 

Past Director 

5.00 

X 






0. 

897,958. 

47,164. 

40.00 

(16) James E. Delany 

Commissioner 

40.00 



X 




3,778,509. 

0. 

1725456 . 

0.00 

(17) Bradford S. Traviolia 

Treasurer 

40.00 



X 




483,567. 

0. 

78,938 . 

0.00 
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Part VII 


Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued) 


(A) 

Name and title 

(B) 

Average 
hours per 
week 
(list any 
hours for 

related 

organizations 

below 

line) 

(C) 

Position 

(do not check more than one 
box, unless person is both an 
officer and a director/trustee) 

(D) 

Reportable 

compensation 

from 

the 

organization 

(W-2/1099-MISC) 

(E) 

Reportable 
compensation 
from related 
organizations 
(W-2/1099-MISC) 

(F) 

Estimated 

amount of 
other 

compensation 
from the 
organization 
and related 
organizations 

Individual trustee or director 

Institutional trustee 

Officer 

Key employee 

Highest compensated 
employee 

Former 

(18) Chad Hawley 

Secretary 

40.00 



X 




195,740. 

0. 

42,957. 

0.00 

(19) Mark Rudner 

Assoc. Commissioner, TV Admin. 

40.00 





X 


211,447. 

0. 

49,874. 

0.00 

(20) Rick Boyages 

Assoc. Commissioner,Men's Basketball 

40.00 





X 


211,237. 

0. 

54,019. 

0.00 

(21) Diane Dietz 

Chief Communications Officer 

40.00 





X 


362,952. 

0. 

57,283 . 

0.00 

(22) Michael McComiskey 

Assoc. Commissioner, Technology 

40.00 





X 


160,680. 

0. 

37,602 . 

0.00 

(23) Wendy Fallen 

Assoc. Commissioner, Sports Admin. 

40.00 





X 


165,934. 

0. 

49,291. 

0.00 

(24) Harvey Perlman 

Former Director 

0.00 






X 

0. 

323,075. 

45,152. 

0.00 

(25) Barbara Wilson 

Former Director 

0.00 






X 

0. 

451,200. 

45,649. 

0.00 

(26) Jean Robillard 

Former Director 

0.00 






X 

0. 

787,660. 

60,540 . 

0.00 

1 b Sub-total 







► 

5,570,066. 

13,878,577. 

4266010. 

c Total from continuation sheets to Part VII, Section A 






► 

0. 

0. 

0. 

d Total (add lines 1b and 1c). 







► 

5,570,066. 

13,878,577. 

4266010. 


2 Total number of individuals (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of reportable 

compensation from the organization ► _ 15 




Yes 

No 

3 Did the organization list any former officer, director, or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee on 




line 1 a? if "Yes ," complete Schedule J for such individual 

3 

X 


4 For any individual listed on line la, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the organization 




and related organizations greater than $150,000? if "Yes," complete Schedule J for such individual 

4 

X 


5 Did any person listed on line la receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual for services 




rendered to the organization? if "Yes ." comnlete Schedule J for such nerson . 

5 


X 


Section B. Independent Contractors 


1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation from 


the organization. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax year. 


(A) 

Name and business address 

(B) 

Description of services 

(C) 

Compensation 

Mayer Brown, LLP 

2027 Collection Center, Chicago, IL 60693 

Legal Services 

3,821,718. 

Teamworks Media, 1 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 
1620, Chicago, IL 60601 

Advertising & Media 
Production 

1,769,500. 

DVSport, 1 Penn Center West, Suite 200, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15276 

Video & Replay 
Technology 

1,119,860. 

Weber Shandwick, 875 N. Michigan Avenue, 
Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60611 

Public Relations 
Services 

869,540. 

Sport Graphics, 3423 Park David Circle, 
Indianapolis, IN 46235 

Signage 

845,044. 

2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than 
$1 00,000 of compensation from the organization ► 30 



Form 990(2017) 
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Form 990(2017) 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part VIII 


Statement of Revenue 

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VIII 


□ 


(A) 

Total revenue 


(B) 

Related or 
exempt function 
revenue 


(C) 

Unrelated 

business 

revenue 


(D) 

Revenue excluded 
from tax under 
sections 
512-514 


(A (A 

c? 

ro 3 

“ i 

<a< 

0:2 
of E 
.1“ 
II 

= ■0 
O c 
O (IS 


Federated campaigns 
Membership dues 
Fundraising events 
Related organizations 
Government grants (contributions) 

All other contributions, gifts, grants, and 
similar amounts not included above 

Noncash contributions included in lines la-lf; $ 

Total. Add lines 1a-1f . 


1a 


1b 


1c 


Id 


1e 


If 


o 

o 

£<d 

<D 3 

CO c 

C O 


O 

w 

0. 


Business Code 


2 a 
b 


Sports Revenue 


Operating Revenue 


C Sponsorship & Media Events 
jj Championship Events 
e University Assessments 
f All other program service revenue 
g Total. Add lines 2a-2f . 


900099 


684 377 721. 


684 


900099 


35 848 379. 


35 


900099 


3 024 926. 


900099 


1 304 053. 


900099 


1 190 000. 


377 721. 


848 379. 


024 926. 


304 053. 


190 000. 


900099 


725 745 079. 


4 

5 

6 a 
b 
c 
d 

7 a 


c 
d 
8 a 


b 

c 

9 a 

b 

c 

10 a 

b 

c 


Investment income (including dividends, interest, and 
other similar amounts) 

Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds 
Royalties . 


31 294 497. 


31 294 497. 


771 231. 


251 537. 


519 694. 


Gross rents 

Less: rental expenses 

Rental income or (loss) 

Net rental income or (loss) 
Gross amount from sales of 
assets other than inventory 
Less: cost or other basis 
and sales expenses 
Gain or (loss) 

Net gain or (loss) . 


(I) Real 


(ii) Personal 


(I) Securities 


1 900 000. 


1 625 542. 


274 458. 


(I I) Other 


274 458. 


274 458. 


Gross income from fundraising events (not 

including $ _of 

contributions reported on line 1c). See 
Part IV, line 18 a 

Less: direct expenses b 

Net income or (loss) from fundraising events 
Gross income from gaming activities. See 
Part IV, line 19 a 

Less: direct expenses b 

Net income or (loss) from gaming activities 
Gross sales of inventory, less returns 
and allowances a 

Less: cost of goods sold b 

Net income or (loss) from sales of inventory .. 


Miscellaneous Revenue 


Business Code 


11 a 
b 
c 
d 
e 

12 


All other revenue 
Total. Add lines 1 la-1 Id 
Total revenue. See instructions. 


900099 


814 618. 


814 618. 


814 618. 


758 899 883. 


725 996 616. 


0 . 


32 903 267. 


Form 990 (2017) 
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Form 990(2017) 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part IX I Statement of Functional Expenses 


Section 501{c){3) and 50Uc)(4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A). 


Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part IX ... I I 


Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b, 

7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VIII. 

(A) 

Total expenses 

(B) 

Program service 
expenses 

(C) 

Management and 
general expenses 

(D) 

Fundraising 

expenses 

1 Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations 
and domestic governments. See Part IV, line 21 

2 Grants and other assistance to domestic 

individuals. See Part IV, line 22 

685,257,172. 

685,257,172. 







3 Grants and other assistance to foreign 

organizations, foreign governments, and foreign 

individuals. See Part IV, lines 15 and 16 





4 Benefits paid to or for members 





5 Compensation of current officers, directors, 

trustees, and kev employees 

4,259,073. 


4,259,073. 


6 Compensation not included above, to disqualified 
persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and 
persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B) 





7 Other salaries and wages 

3,661,516. 


3,661,516. 


8 Pension plan accruals and contributions (include 
section 401(k) and 403(b) employer contributions) 

9 Other employee benefits 

408,389. 


408,389. 


835,046. 


835,046. 


10 Payroll taxes 

401,013. 


401,013. 


11 Fees for services (non-employees): 

a Management 





b Legal 

3,896,543. 


3,896,543. 


c Accounting 

125,062. 


125,062. 


d Lobbying 





e Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17 
f Investment management fees 









g Other. (If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, 
column (A) amount, list line 11g expenses on Sch 0.) 
12 Advertising and promotion 

645,781. 


645,781. 


1,841,504. 


1,841,504. 


13 Office expenses 

289,729. 


289,729. 


14 Information technology 

343,842. 


343,842. 


15 Royalties 





16 Occupancy 

916,429. 


916,429. 


17 Travel 

553,515. 


553,515. 


18 Payments of travel or entertainment expenses 
for any federal, state, or local public officials 

19 Oonferences, conventions, and meetings 





332,250. 


332,250. 


20 Interest 

74,875. 


74,875. 


21 Payments to affiliates 





22 Depreciation, depletion, and amortization 

1,910,492. 


1,910,492. 


23 Insurance 

323,441. 


323,441. 


24 Other expenses. Itemize expenses not covered 

above. (List miscellaneous expenses in line 24e. If line 
24e amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column (A) 
amount, list line 24e expenses on Schedule 0.) 

a Officiating 





2,893,682. 

2,893,682. 



b Championship Events 

2,630,695. 

2,630,695. 



c Programming Initiatives 

2,620,000. 

2,620,000. 



d Conference Office Progr 

1,386,870. 

1,386,870. 



e All other expenses 

1,376,668. 

1,078,152. 

298,516. 


25 Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e 

716,983,587. 

695,866,571. 

21,117,016. 

0. 

26 Joint costs. Complete this line only if the organization 
reported in column (B) joint costs from a combined 
educational campaign and fundraising solicitation. 

Check here ^ 1 1 if followiha SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720) 
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SCHEDULE A 

(Form 990 or 990-EZ) 

Public Charity Status and Public Support 

Complete If the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section 

4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust. 

► Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. 

^ Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information. 

0MB No. 1545-0047 

2017 

Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 

Open to Public 
Inspection 

Name of the organization 

The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 

Employer identification number 

36-3640583 

Part 1 

Reason for Public Charity Status (AII organizations must complete this part.) See instructions. 


The organization is not a private foundation because it is: (For iines 1 through 12, check oniy one box.) 

1 I I A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(i). 

2 I I A schooi described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii). (Attach Scheduie E (Form 990 or 990-EZ).) 

3 I I A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). 

4 I I A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). Enter the hospital’s name, 

city, and state:_ 

5 I I An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in 

section 170(b)(1)(A)(iv). (Complete Part II.) 

6 I I A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(v). 

7 I I An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public described in 

section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II.) 

8 I I A community trust described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II.) 

9 I I An agricultural research organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ix) operated in conjunction with a land-grant college 

or university or a non-land-grant college of agriculture (see instructions). Enter the name, city, and state of the college or 

university: _ 


10 


11 

12 


a 


b 


c 

d 


e 


I I An organization that normally receives: (1) more than 33 1/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts from 
activities related to its exempt functions - subject to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 33 1/3% of its support from gross investment 
income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the organization after June 30, 1975. 
See section 509(a)(2). (Complete Part III.) 

I I An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety. See section 509(a)(4). 

I X I An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of one or 
more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2). See section 509(a)(3). Check the box in 
lines 12a through 12d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 12e, 12f, and 12g. 

I I Type 1 . A supporting organization operated, supervised, or controlled by its supported organization(s), typically by giving 

the supported organization(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the directors or trustees of the supporting 
organization. You must complete Part IV, Sections A and B. 

I X I Type II. A supporting organization supervised or controlled in connection with its supported organization(s), by having 
control or management of the supporting organization vested in the same persons that control or manage the supported 
organization(s). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and C. 

I I Type III functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with, and functionally integrated with, 
its supported organization(s) (see instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E. 

I I Type III non-functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organization(s) 
that is not functionally integrated. The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness 
requirement (see instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V. 

I I Check this box if the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it is a Type I, Type II, Type III 


functionally integrated, or Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organization, 
f Enter the number of supported organizations 


14 


g Provide the following information about the supported organization(s). 


(i) Name of supported 
organization 

(ii) EIN 

(iii) Type of organization 
(described on lines 1-10 
above (see instructions)) 

(IV) Is the organization listed 
invouraoverninQ document? 

(v) Amount of monetary 
support (see instructions) 

(vi) Amount of other 
support (see instructions) 

Yes 

No 

University of 
Illinois 

37-6000511 

6 

X 


53,901,185. 


Indiana University 

35-6001673 

6 

X 


53,897,704. 


University of Iowa 

42-6004813 

6 

X 


53,888,704. 


University of 
Maryland-College Pa 

52-6002033 

6 

X 


26,070,709. 


University of 
Michigan 

38-6006309 

6 

X 


54,283,704. 


Total 





685,257,172. 

0 . 


LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. 732021 10-06-17 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 

See Part VI for Llie 12g Continuation 
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Part II 


Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) 

(Complete only if you checked the box on line 5, 7, or 8 of Part i or if the organization faiied to quaiify under Part HI. If the organization 
fails to qualify under the tests iisted beiow, piease compiete Part ili.) 


Section A. Public Support 


Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) ^ 

1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and 
membership fees received. (Do not 
inciude any "unusuai grants.") 

(a) 2013 

(b) 2014 

(c) 2015 

(d) 2016 

(e) 2017 

(f) Total 







2 Tax revenues ievied for the organ¬ 
ization’s benefit and either paid to 
or expended on its behalf 







3 The value of services or facilities 
furnished by a governmentai unit to 
the organization without charge 

4 Total. Add lines 1 through 3 













5 The portion of total contributions 
by each person (other than a 
governmental unit or publicly 
supported organization) included 

on line 1 that exceeds 2% of the 

amount shown on line 11, 
column (f) 







6 Public support, subtract line 5 from line 4. 








Section B. Total Support 


Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) ^ 
7 Amounts from line 4 

(a) 2013 

(b) 2014 

(c) 2015 

(d) 2016 

(e) 2017 

(f) Total 







8 Gross income from interest, 
dividends, payments received on 
securities loans, rents, royalties, 

and income from similar sources 

9 Net income from unrelated business 

activities, whether or not the 

business is regularly carried on 

10 Other income. Do not include gain 
or loss from the sale of capital 

assets (Explain in Part VI.) 



















11 Total support. Add lines 7 through 10 







12 Gross receipts from related activities, etc. (see instructions) 

12 


13 First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501 (c)(3) 


organization, check this box and stop here . 


. 

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage 

14 Public support percentage for 2017 (line 6, column (f) divided by line 11, column (f)) 

14 

% 

15 Public support percentage from 2016 Schedule A, Part II. line 14 

15 

% 


16a 33 1/3% support test - 2017. If the organization did not check the box on iine 13, and iine 14 is 33 1/3% or more, check this box and 

stop here. The organization quaiifies as a pubiiciy supported organization ► I I 


b 33 1/3% support test - 2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and iine 15 is 33 1/3% or more, check this box 
and stop here. The organization quaiifies as a pubiiciy supported organization ► I I 

17a 10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2017. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14 is 10% or more, 
and if the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and stop here. Expiain in Part Vi how the organization 
meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test. The organization qualifies as a pubiiciy supported organization ► I I 

b 10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and iine 15 is 10% or 
more, and if the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part Vi how the 
organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances” test. The organization quaiifies as a publicly supported organization ► I I 

18 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, 17a, or 17b, check this box and see instructions , I 

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 
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Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 201 7 The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part III I Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2) 

(Complete only if you checked the box on line 10 of Part I or if the organization failed to qualify under Part II. If the organization faiis to 


_ quaiify under the tests iisted beiow, piease compiete Part li.) 

Section A. Public Support 


Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) ^ 

1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and 
membership fees received. (Do not 
inciude any "unusuai grants.") 

(a) 2013 

(b) 2014 

(c) 2015 

(d) 2016 

(e) 2017 

(f) Total 







2 Gross receipts from admissions, 
merchandise soid or services per¬ 
formed, orfaciiities furnished in 
any activity that is reiated to the 
organization’s tax-exempt purpose 

3 Gross receipts from activities that 

are not an unrelated trade or bus¬ 
iness under section 513 













4 Tax revenues ievied for the organ¬ 
ization’s benefit and either paid to 
or expended on its behaif 







5 The value of services or facilities 

furnished by a governmentai unit to 
the organization without charge 

6 Total. Add lines 1 through 5 

7a Amounts included on lines 1,2, and 

3 received from disqualified persons 

b Amounts included on lines 2 and 3 received 
from other than disqualified persons that 
exceed the greater of $5,000 or 1% of the 
amount on line 13 for the year 

























c Add lines 7a and 7b 







8 Public support. (Subtract line 7c from line 6.) 








Section B. Total Support 


Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) ^ 
9 Amounts from line 6 

(a) 2013 

(b) 2014 

(c) 2015 

(d) 2016 

(e) 2017 

(f) Total 







10a Gross income from interest, 
dividends, payments received on 
securities loans, rents, royalties, 
and income from similar sources 

b Unrelated business taxable income 
(less section 511 taxes) from businesses 
acquired after June 30,1975 













c Add lines 10a and 10b 







11 Net income from unrelated business 
activities not included in line 10b, 
whether or not the business is 
regularly carried on 







12 Other income. Do not include gain 
or loss from the sale of capital 







13 Total support. (Add IlnesO, lOc, ll.and 12.) 








14 First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501 (c)(3) organization, 

check this box and stop here . ► I I 

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage_ 


15 Public support percentage for 2017 (line 8, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f)) 

15 

% 

16 Public support percenfaqe from 2016 Schedule A, Part III, line 15 . 

16 

% 


Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage 


17 Investment income percentage for 2017 (line 10c, column (f) divided bv line 13, column (f)) 

17 

% 

18 Investment income percentaoe from 2016 Schedule A, Part III. line 17 

18 

% 


19a 33 1/3% support tests - 2017. If the organization did not check the box on iine 14, and iine 15 is more than 33 1/3%, and line 17 is not 

more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization quaiifies as a pubiicly supported organization ► I I 


more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization quaiifies as a pubiicly supported organization ► I I 

b 33 1/3% support tests - 2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 19a, and iine 16 is more than 33 1/3%, and 
line 18 is not more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization quaiifies as a pubiiciy supported organization ► I I 

20 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions . I 


732023 10-06-17 
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Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part IV I Supporting Organizations 

(Complete only if you checked a box in iine 12 on Part I. If you checked 12a of Part I, complete Sections A 
and B. if you checked 12b of Part I, compiete Sections A and C. If you checked 12c of Part I, complete 
_ Sections A, D, and E. If you checked 12d of Part I, complete Sections A and D, and complete Part V.) _ 

Section A. All Supporting Organizations_ 


1 Are all of the organization's supported organizations listed by name in the organization's governing 
documents? if "No ," describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by 
class or purpose, describe the designation, if historic and continuing reiationship, explain. 

2 Did the organization have any supported organization that does not have an iRS determination of status 
under section 509(a)(1) or (2)? if "Yes ," explain in Part VI how the organization determined that the supported 
organization was described in section 509(a)(1) or (2). 

3a Did the organization have a supported organization described in section 501 (c)(4), (5), or (6)? if "Yes ," answer 
(b) and (c) below. 

b Did the organization confirm that each supported organization qualified under section 501 (c)(4), (5), or (6) and 
satisfied the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)? if "Yes ," describe in Part VI when and how the 
organization made the determination. 

c Did the organization ensure that all support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) 
purposes? if "Yes ," explain in Part VI what controis the organization put in place to ensure such use. 

4a Was any supported organization not organized in the United States ("foreign supported organization")? if 
"Yes ," and if you checked 12a or 12b in Part I, answer (b) and (c) beiow. 
b Did the organization have uitimate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the foreign 
supported organization? if "Yes ," describe in Part VI how the organization had such control and discretion 
despite being controiied or supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations. 
c Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination 
under sections 501 {c)(3) and 509{a)(1) or (2)? if "Yes ," explain in Part VI what controis the organization used 
to ensure that ali support to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) 
purposes. 

5a Did the organization add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year? if "Yes, " 
answer (b) and (c) below (if applicable). Also, provide detail in Part VI, including (i) the names and EIN 
numbers of the supported organizations added, substituted, or removed; (ii) the reasons for each such action; 
(Hi) the authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action; and (iv) how the action 
was accomplished (such as by amendment to the organizing document). 
b Type I or Type II only. Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already 
designated in the organization's organizing document? 
c Substitutions only. Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organization's control? 

6 Did the organization provide support (whether in the form of grants or the provision of services or faciiities) to 
anyone other than (i) its supported organizations, (ii) individuals that are part of the charitable class 
benefited by one or more of its supported organizations, or (iii) other supporting organizations that also 
support or benefit one or more of the filing organization's supported organizations? If "Yes, " provide detail in 
Part VI. 

7 Did the organization provide a grant, ioan, compensation, or other similar payment to a substantial contributor 
(defined in section 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controlled entity with 
regard to a substantial contributor? if "Yes, " complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ). 

8 Did the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described in line 7? 

If "Yes," complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ). 

9a Was the organization controlled directly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more 

disqualified persons as defined in section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organizations described 
in section 509(a)(1) or (2))? if "Yes, " provide detail in Part VI. 
b Did one or more disqualified persons (as defined in line 9a) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which 
the supporting organization had an interest? if "Yes, " provide detail in Part VI. 
c Did a disqualified person (as defined in line 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit 
from, assets in which the supporting organization also had an interest? if "Yes, " provide detail in Part VI. 

10a Was the organization subject to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section 
4943(f) (regarding certain Type II supporting organizations, and all Type III non-functionally integrated 
supporting organizations)? If "Yes, " answer 10b below. 
b Did the organization have any excess business holdings in the tax year? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to 
determine whether the organization had excess busine.ss holdings.) _ 



Yes 

No 




1 

X 





2 


X 




3a 


X 




3b 






3c 






4a 


X 




4b 






4c 






5a 


X 




5b 



5c 






6 


X 




7 


X 




8 


X 




9a 


X 




9b 


X 




9c 


X 




10a 


X 




10b 




732024 10-06-17 
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Part IV 

Supporting Organizations (continued) 



Yes 

No 

11 Has the organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons? 
a A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described in (b) and (c) 
below, the governing body of a supported organization? 
b A family member of a person described in (a) above? 

c A 35% controlled entity ot a person described in (a) or (b) above? if "Ves" tn a. b. nr c. nrnvide detail in Part VI. 

11a 


X 

11b 


X 

11c 


X 


Section B. Type I Supporting Organizations 




Yes 

No 

1 Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to 

regularly appoint or elect at least a majority of the organization's directors or trustees at all times during the 
tax year? if "/Vo," describe in Part VI how the supported organization(s) effectiveiy operated, supervised, or 
controlied the organization's activities. If the organization had more than one supported organization, 
describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove directors or trustees were aliocated among the supported 




organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any, applied to such powers during the tax year. 

2 Did the organization operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported 
organization(s) that operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organization? if “Yes ," explain in 

Part VI how providing such benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated. 

1 






sunervi.sed. nr controlled the sunnortino oraanization. 

2 




Section C. Type II Supporting Organizations 




Yes 

No 

1 Were a majority of the organization's directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors 
or trustees ot each of the organization's supported organization(s)? if "No ," describe in Part VI how control 
or management of the supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed 




the suonorted oroanizationf.s). 

1 

X 



Section D. All Type III Supporting Organizations 




Yes 

No 

1 Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the 
organization’s tax year, (i) a written notice describing the type and amount ot support provided during the prior tax 
year, (ii) a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of notification, and (iii) copies ot the 
organization’s governing documents in effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided? 

2 Were any ot the organization’s officers, directors, or trustees either (i) appointed or elected by the supported 
organization(s) or (ii) serving on the governing body ot a supported organization? if "No ," explain in Part VI how 
the organization maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s). 

3 By reason of the relationship described in (2), did the organization’s supported organizations have a 
significant voice in the organization’s investment policies and in directing the use of the organization’s 
income or assets at all times during the tax year? if "Yes ," describe in Part VI the role the organization's 

suonorted oroanizations niaved in this reaard. 

1 



2 



3 



Section E. Type III Functionally Integrated Supporting Organizations 

1 Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year (see instructions), 
a 1 1 The organization satistied the Activities Test. Complete line 2 below. 

b 1 1 The organization is the parent ot each of its supported organizations. Complete line 3 below. 

c 1 1 The organization supported a governmental entity. Describe in Part VI how vou suooorted a aovernment entitv (see instructions). 

2 Activities Test. Answer (a) and (b) below. 


Yes 

No 

a Did substantially all ot the organization’s activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of 
the supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? if "Yes ," then in Part VI identify 
those supported organizations and explain how these activities directly furthered their exempt purposes, 
how the organization was responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined 
that these activities constituted substantially all of its activities. 
b Did the activities described in (a) constitute activities that, but for the organization’s involvement, one or more 
of the organization’s supported organization(s) would have been engaged in? if "Yes ," explain in Part VI the 
reasons for the organization's position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged in these 
activities but for the organization's involvement. 

3 Parent ot Supported Organizations. Answer (a) and (b) below, 
a Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the otficers, directors, or 
trustees of each of the supported organizations? Provide details in Part VI. 
b Did the organization exercise a substantial degree ot direction over the policies, programs, and activities ot each 

of its supported organizations? if "Yes ." describe in Part VI the role niaved bv the oraanization in this reaard. 

2a 



2b 



3a 



3b 
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PartV 


Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations 


1 I I Check here if the organization satisfied the Integrai Part Test as a quaiifying trust on Nov. 20,1970 (expiain in Part Vi.) See instructions. Aii 
_ other Type lil non-functionaiiy integrated supporting organizations must compiete Sections A through E. __ 


Section A - Adjusted Net Income 

(A) Prior Year 

(B) Current Year 
(optional) 

1 Net short-term capital gain 

1 



2 Recoveries of prior-year distributions 

2 



3 Other gross income (see instructions) 

3 



4 Add iines 1 through 3 

4 



5 Depreciation and depietion 

5 



6 Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or 
coilection of gross income or for management, conservation, or 
maintenance of property heid for production of income (see instructions) 

6 



7 Other expenses (see instructions) 

7 



8 Adjusted Net Income (subtract lines 5, 6, and 7 from iine 4) 

8 



Section B - Minimum Asset Amount 

(A) Prior Year 

(B) Current Year 
(optional) 

1 Aggregate fair market vaiue of aii non-exempt-use assets (see 
instructions for short tax year or assets heid for part of year): 



a Average monthiy vaiue of securities 

1a 



b Average monthiy cash baiances 

lb 



c Pair market value of other non-exempt-use assets 

1c 



d Total (add lines la, 1b, and 1c) 

Id 



e Discount claimed for biockage or other 
factors (expiain in detaii in Part VI): 



2 Acquisition indebtedness applicabie to non-exempt-use assets 

2 



3 Subtract line 2 from line 1 d 

3 



4 Cash deemed held for exempt use. Enter 1-1/2% of line 3 (for greater amount, 
see instructions) 

4 



5 Net value of non-exempt-use assets (subtract line 4 from iine 3) 

5 



6 Multipiy iine 5 by .035 

6 



7 Recoveries of prior-year distributions 

7 



8 Minimum Asset Amount (add line 7 to line 6) 

8 



Section C - Distributable Amount 


Current Year 

1 Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, Column A) 

1 



2 Enter 85% of line 1 

2 



3 Minimum asset amount for prior year (from Section B, line 8, Column A) 

3 



4 Enter greater of line 2 or line 3 

4 



5 Income tax imposed in prior year 

5 



6 Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to 
emergency temporary reduction (see instructions) 

6 




7 I I Check here if the current year is the organization’s first as a non-functionaiiy integrated Type lil supporting organization (see 
_ instructions). _ 
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Part VI I Suppl6nn@ntal Information (Schedule a, Part l, Line 12g - information regarding supported organizations (continuation) 


(i) Name of supported 
organization 


(ii) EIN 


(iii) Type of organization 
(described on lines 1-10 
above) 


|(iv) Is the organization 
listed in your 
governing document? 


Yes 


No 


(v) Amount of monetary 
support 


(vi) Amount of 
other support 


Michigan State 
University_ 


38-6005984 


X 


53 981 704. 


University of 
Minnesota 


41-6007513 


X 


53 


915 704. 


University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln 


47-0049123 


X 


53 


887 704. 


Northwestern 

University 


36-2167817 


X 


53 


885 704. 


Ohio State 
University 


31-6025986 


X 


53 


983 704. 


Pennsylvania State 
University_ 


24-6000376 


X 


53 


900 704. 


Purdue University 


35-6002041 


X 


54 


068 704. 


Rutgers, The State 
Univ. of New Jersey 


22-6001086 


X 


11 


680 534. 


University of 
Wisconsin 


39-1805963 


X 


53 


910 704. 


Continuation Totals 


443,215,166 
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SCHEDULE D 

(Form 990) 

Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 

Supplemental Financial Statements 

► Compiete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, 

Part iV, line 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11c, lid, lie, Ilf, 12a, or 12b. 

► Attach to Form 990. 

^Go to www.irs.aov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information. 

0MB No. 1545-0047 

2017 

Open to Pubiic 
inspection 

Name of the organization 

The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 

Empioyer identification number 

36-3640583 

Part 1 

Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts, complete if the 


organization answered "Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, line 6. 


1 Total number at end of year 

(a) Donor advised funds 

(b) Funds and other accounts 



2 Aggregate value of contributions to (during year) 



3 Aggregate value of grants from (during year) 



4 Aggregate value at end of year 




6 


Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors in writing that the assets held in donor advised funds 

are the organization’s property, subject to the organization’s exclusive legal control? . I I Yes 

Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be used only 
for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose conferring 

impermissible private benefit? . I I Yes 

Part II Conservation Easements, complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 7. 


□ No 


I I No 


1 Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply). 

I I Preservation of land for public use (e.g., recreation or education) I I Preservation of a historically important land area 

I I Protection of natural habitat I I Preservation of a certified historic structure 

I I Preservation of open space 


2 Complete lines 2a through 2d if the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a co nservation easement on the last 


day of the tax year. 

a Total number of conservation easements 


Held at the End of the Tax Year 

2a 


b Total acreage restricted by conservation easements 

2b 


c Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure included in (a) 

2c 


d Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after 7/25/06, and not on a historic structure 

listed in the National Reaister 

2d 



3 Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the tax 

year ►_ 

4 Number of states where property subject to conservation easement is located ► _ 


5 Does the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, handling of 

violations, and enforcement of the conservation easements it holds? I I Yes I I No 

6 Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year 


7 Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year 


8 Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(i) 

and section 1 70(h)(4)(B)(ii)? . I I Yes I I No 

9 In Part XIII, describe how the organization reports conservation easements in its revenue and expense statement, and balance sheet, and 
include, if applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization’s financial statements that describes the organization’s accounting for 
conservation easements. 


Part III 


Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets. 


Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 8. 

1a If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, 
historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide, in Part XIII, 
the text of the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items, 
b If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, historical 
treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide the following amounts 
relating to these items: 

(i) Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 ► $_ 

(ii) Assets included in Form 990, Part X ► $_ 

2 If the organization received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financial gain, provide 

the following amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these items: 

a Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 ► $_ 

b Assets included in Form 990, Part X . ► $ _ 

LFIA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the instructions for Form 990. Scheduie D (Form 990) 2017 
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The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


36-3640583 Paqe2 


Part III I Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets /continued} 

3 Using the organization’s acquisition, accession, and other records, check any of the foiiowing that are a significant use of its collection items 
(check aii that appiy): 

a I I Pubiic exhibition d I I Loan or exchange programs 

b I I Schoiariy research e I I Other_ 

c I I Preservation for future generations 

4 Provide a description of the organization’s coiiections and expiain how they further the organization’s exempt purpose in Part Xlil. 

5 During the year, did the organization soiicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets 

to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organization’s collection? . I I Yes I I No 


Part IV 


Escrow and Custodial Arrangements, complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 9, or 
reported an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21. 


la 


Is the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not included 

on Form 990, Part X? . I I Yes I I No 


c Beginning balance 


Amount 

1c 


d Additions during the year 

Id 


e Distributions during the year 

1e 


f Ending balance 

If 



2a 

b 


Did the organization include an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability? . I I Yes I I No 

If "Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIII. Check here if the explanation has been provided on Part XIII . I I 


Part V I Endowment Funds, complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 10. 


(a) Current year 

(b) Prior year 

(c) Two years back 

(d) Three years back 

(e) Four years back 





































la 

b 

c 

d 

e 

f 

g 

2 

a 

b 

c 

3a 


Beginning of year balance 
Contributions 

Net investment earnings, gains, and losses 
Grants or scholarships 
Other expenditures for facilities 
and programs 
Administrative expenses 
End of year balance 

Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 1 g, column (a)) held as: 

Board designated or quasi-endowment ► _% 

Permanent endowment ► _% 

Temporarily restricted endowment ►_% 

The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2c should equal 100%. 

Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the organization 
by: 

(i) unrelated organizations 

(ii) related organizations 

If "Yes" on line 3a(ii), are the related organizations listed as required on Schedule R? 

Describe in Part XIII the intended uses of the organization’s endowment funds. _ 



Yes 

No 

3a(i) 



3a(ii) 



3b 




Part VI Land, Buildings, and Equipment. 


Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11a. See Form 990, Part X, line 10. 


Description of property 

(a) Cost or other 
basis (investment) 

(b) Cost or other 
basis (other) 

(c) Accumulated 
depreciation 

(d) Book value 

la Land 


1,500,475. 


1,500,475. 

b Buildings 


15,363,889. 

1,728,437. 

13,635,452. 

c Leasehold improvements 


97,981. 

41,719. 

56,262. 

d Equipment 


4,059,175. 

2,952,434. 

1,106,741. 

e Other 


3,435,500. 

3,091,950. 

343,550. 

Total. Add lines 1 a through 1 e. (Column (d) must eaual Form 990. Part X. column (B). line 10c.) . 

. ► 

16,642,480. 
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Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part VII Investments - Other Securities. 


Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part iV, iine 11b. See Form 990, Part X, iine 12. 


(a) Description of security or category (including name of security) 

(b) Book value 

(c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value 

(1) Financiai derivatives 



(2) Cioselv-heid equity interests 



(3) Other 



(A) Investment in Big Ten 



(B) Network Holdings, LLC 

48,482,955. 

Cost 

(C) Investment in BTMP 



(D) Holdings, LLC 

90,000. 

Cost 

(E) 



(F) 



(G) 



(H) 



Total. (Col. (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 12.) ► 

48,572,955. 


Part VIII Investments - Program Related. 


Compiete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part iV, line 11c. See Form 990, Part X, line 13. 


(a) Description of investment 

(b) Book value 

(c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value 

(1) 



(2) 



(3) 



(4) 



(5) 



(6) 



(7) 



(8) 



(9) 



Total. (Col. (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 13.) ► 



Part IX Other Assets. 


Compiete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part iV, iine lid. See Form 990, Part X, iine 15. 


(a) Description 

(b) Book value 

(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


(9) 


Total. {Column (hi must eoual Form 990. Part X. col. (B) line 15.) . ► 


Part X Other Liabilities. 


Compiete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part iV, iine 11 e or 11 f. See Form 990, Part X, line 25. 


-|. (a) Description of liability 

(b) Book value 


(1) Federal income taxes 



(2) Due to Member Schools 

33,397,832. 


(3) September 11 Scholarship Fund 

500,000. 


(4) Post Retirement Benefits 

3,198,729. 


(5) Accrued Benefit/Deferred 



(6) Compensation (*See Part XIII) 

21,224,646. 


(7) 



(8) 



(9) 



Total. (Column (h) must eoual Form 990. Part X. col. (B) line 25.) . ► 

58,321,207. 



2. Liabiiity for uncertain tax positions, in Part Xill, provide the text of the footnote to the organization’s financiai statements that reports the 

organization’s iiabiiity for uncertain tax positions under FiN 48 (ASC 740). Check here if the text of the footnote has been provided in Part XIII I X I 
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36-3640583 Page 5 


Part XIII 


Supplemental Information 


(continued} 


status of the Conference and various positions related to the potential 
sources of unrelated business taxable income. The tax benefits recognized 
in the financial statements from such a position are measured based on the 

largest benefit that has a greater than 50 percent likelihood of being _ 

realized upon ultimate settlement. There were no unrecognized tax benefits 
identified or recorded as liabilities during the periods covered by these 
consolidated financial statements. The Conference files Form 990 in the 
U.S. federal jurisdiction and in various states. _ 


Part XI, Line 2d - Other Adjustments: 


Income from Equity Investments _ 31,171,262. 


Part XI, Line 4b - Other Adjustments: 


Amounts 

Collected for Benefit 

of Member Schools 

684,629,258. 

Big Ten 

Network Holdings, 

LLC 

Dividend 

30,974,853. 

Total tc 

1 Schedule D, Part 

XI, 

Line 4b 

715,604,111. 


Part XII, Line 4b - Other Adjustments: 


Amounts Remitted to Member Schools_ 684,629,258. 


Part X, Line 1: _ 

In July 2015, the Commissioner became fully eligible for future bonus _ 

payments pursuant to his employment contract. Accordingly, in fiscal year 
2016, the Conference has recorded a liability and expense which represents 
the estimated present value (using a discount rate of 4 percent) of the 
future bonus payments earned under the contract. _ 


Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 


732055 10 - 09-17 


26 





SCHEDULE I 

Grants and Other Assistance to Organizations, 

Governments, and Individuals in the United States 

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 21 or 22. 


0MB No. 1545-0047 

(Form 990) 


2017 

Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 

► Attach to Form 990. 

^ Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for the latest information. 


Open to Public 
Inspection 

Name of the organization 

The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 

Employer identification number 

36-3640583 

Part I 

General Information on Grants and Assistance 


1 Does the organization maintain records to substantiate the amount of the grants or assistance, the grantees' eiigibility for the grants or assistance, and the seiection 

criteria used to award the grants or assistance? I X I Yes I I No 

2 Describe in Part IV the organization's procedures for monitoring the use of grant funds in the United States. _ 


Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Organizations and Domestic Governments. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 21 , for any 
recipient that received more than $5,000. Part II can be duplicated if additional space is needed. ____ 


1 (a) Name and address of organization 
or government 

(b) EIN 

(c) IRC section 
(if applicable) 

(d) Amount of 
cash grant 

(e) Amount of 
non-cash 
assistance 

(f) Method of 
valuation (book, 
FMV, appraisal, 
other) 

(g) Description of 
noncash assistance 

(h) Purpose of grant 
or assistance 

University of Illinois 

509 South Fourth Street 

Champaign, IL 61820 

37-6000511 

State of 

Illinois 

53,901,185. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

Indiana University 

107 South Indiana Avenue 

Bloomington, IN 47405 

35-6001673 

State of Indiana 

53,897,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

University of Iowa 

1 Jessup Hall 

Iowa City, lA 52242 

42-6004813 

State of Iowa 

53,888,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

University of Maryland-College 

Park - Mitchell Building - College 

Park, MD 20742 

52-6002033 

State of 

Maryland 

26,070,709. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

University of Michigan 

412 Maynard Street 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

38-6006309 

State of 

Michigan 

54,283,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

Michigan State University 

2216 East Michigan Avenue 

East Lansing, MI 48824 

38-6005984 

State of 

Michigan 

53,981,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 


2 Enter total number of section 501(c)(3) and government organizations listed in the line 1 table ► _ 14. 


3 Enter total number of other organizations listed in the line 1 table . ► _ 0 . 

LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule I (Form 990) (2017) 
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Schedule I (Form 990) 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part II 


Continuation of Grants and Other Assistance to Governments and Organizations in the United States (Schedule I (Form 990), Part II.) 


(a) Name and address of 
organization or government 

(b) EIN 

(c) IRC section 
if appiicabie 

(d) Amount of 
cash grant 

(e) Amount of 
non-cash 
assistance 

(f) Method of 
vaiuation 
(book, FMV, 
appraisal, other) 

(g) Description of 
non-cash assistance 

(h) Purpose of grant 
or assistance 

University of Minnesota 

2221 University Avenue S.E. Suite 1 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

41-6007513 

State of Minneso 

53,915,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Administration Building 201 

Lincoln, NE 68588 

47-0049123 

State of Nebrask 

53,887,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

Northwestern University 

633 Clark Street 

Evanston, IL 60208 

36-2167817 

501(c)(3) 

53,885,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

Ohio State University 

Enarson Hall, 154 West 12th Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43210 

31-6025986 

State of Ohio 

53,983,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

Pennsylvania State University 

201 Old Main 

University Park, PA 16802 

24-6000376 

State of Penn. 

53,900,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

Purdue University 

610 Purdue Mall 

West LaFayette, IN 47907 

35-6002041 

State of Indiana 

54,068,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

Rutgers, The State University of 

New Jersey - 57 US Highway 1 - New 
Brunswick, NJ 08901 

22-6001086 

State of New Jer 

11,680,534. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 

University of Wisconsin 

333 East Campus Mall 10101 

Madison, WI 53715 

39-1805963 

State of Wiscons 

53,910,704. 

0. 



To support the missions 

of member institutions 
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The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


36-3640583 


Page 2 


Part I 


Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic individuais. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 22. 
Part III can be duplicated if additional space is needed. 


(a) Type of grant or assistance 

(b) Number of 
recipients 

(c) Amount of 
cash grant 

(d) Amount of non¬ 
cash assistance 

(e) Method of valuation 
(book, FMV, appraisal, other) 

(f) Description of noncash assistance 
































Part IV I Supplemental Information. Provide the information required in Part I, line 2; Part III, column (b); and any other additional information. 


Part I, Line 2: 


The Big Ten Conference acts as an intermediary and collects cash receipts 

on behalf of the member schools from television contracts, bowl games, _ 

football championship games, and basketball tournaments, and remits such 
amounts to member schools. Since it is a pass-through organization, rather 
than grant giving, the Big Ten Conference does not attach parameters to or 
require reporting on how the funds are utilized. The monies can be used at 


the member schools' discretion to pursue their independent missions 
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Schedule I 

I Part IV 


(Form990) _ The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 

Supplemental Information 


36-3640583 Page 2 


The Council of Presidents/Chancellors approved the allocation of $29,851 to 
each university toward the creation of internship opportunities earmarked 
to promote diversity in intercollegiate athletics. The use of these funds 
is at the discretion of each institution; however the funds must be used to 
create new internship opportunities. The goal of the program is to provide 
the intern exposure and experience to athletic administration that could 

prepare the individual for an entry-level administration position in _ 

college athletics. _ 
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SCHEDULE J 
(Form 990) 


Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 


Compensation Information 

For certain Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest 
Compensated Employees 

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 23. 
► Attach to Form 990. 

► Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information. 


OMB No. 1545-0047 


2017 

Cpen to Public 
Inspection 


Name of the organization 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 


Employer identification number 

36-3640583 


Part I Questions Regarding Compensation 



Yes 

No 




1b 

X 





2 

X 





4a 


X 

4b 

X 


4c 


X 




5a 


X 

5b 


X 




6a 


X 

6b 


X 




7 


X 




8 


X 




9 




1a 


6 


8 


Check the appropriate box(es) if the organization provided any of the foiiowing to or for a person iisted on Form 990, 
Part Vii, Section A, iine 1a. Compiete Part ili to provide any reievant information regarding these items. 

I X I First-ciass or charter travei I I Flousing aliowance or residence for personai use 

I X I Travei for companions I I Payments for business use of personai residence 

I I Tax indemnification and gross-up payments I X I Fleaith or sociai ciub dues or initiation fees 

I I Discretionary spending account I I Personai services (such as, maid, chauffeur, chef) 

If any of the boxes on line 1 a are checked, did the organization follow a written policy regarding payment or 
reimbursement or provision of all of the expenses described above? If "No," complete Part III to explain 
Did the organization require substantiation prior to reimbursing or allowing expenses incurred by all directors, 
trustees, and officers, including the CEO/Executive Director, regarding the items checked on line la? 


Indicate which, if any, of the following the filing organization used to establish the compensation of the organization's 
CEO/Executive Director. Check all that apply. Do not check any boxes for methods used by a related organization to 
establish compensation of the CEO/Executive Director, but explain in Part III. 

I X I Compensation committee I I Written employment contract 

I X I Independent compensation consultant I X I Compensation survey or study 

I I Eorm 990 of other organizations I X I Approval by the board or compensation committee 

During the year, did any person listed on Eorm 990, Part VII, Section A, line la, with respect to the filing 
organization or a related organization: 

Receive a severance payment or change-of-control payment? 

Participate in, or receive payment from, a supplemental nonqualified retirement plan? 

Participate in, or receive payment from, an equity-based compensation arrangement? 

If "Yes" to any of lines 4a-c, list the persons and provide the applicable amounts for each item in Part III. 


Only section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations must complete lines 5-9. 

i Eor persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line la, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation 
contingent on the revenues of: 
a The organization? 
b Any related organization? 

If "Yes" on line 5a or 5b, describe in Part III. 

For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line la, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation 
contingent on the net earnings of: 
a The organization? 
b Any related organization? 

If "Yes" on line 6a or 6b, describe in Part III. 

' For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line la, did the organization provide any nonfixed payments 
not described on lines 5 and 6? If "Yes," describe in Part III 

Were any amounts reported on Form 990, Part VII, paid or accrued pursuant to a contract that was subject to the 
initial contract exception described in Regulations section 53.4958-4{a)(3)? If "Yes," describe in Part III 
If "Yes" on line 8, did the organization also follow the rebuttable presumption procedure described in 
Regulations section 53.4958-6(c)? . 


LFIA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the instructions for Form 990. 
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Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


36-3640583 


Page 2 


Part II 


Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees. Use duplicate copies if additional space is needed. 


For each individual whose compensation must be reported on Scheduie J, report compensation from the organization on row (i) and from related organizations, described in the instructions, on row (ii). 
Do not list any individuals that aren’t listed on Form 990, Part Vil. 

Note: The sum of columns (B)(i)-(iii) for each listed individual must equal the total amount of Form 990, Part VII, Section A, iine 1 a, applicable column (D) and (E) amounts for that individual. 


(A) Name and Title 

(B) Breakdown of W-2 and/or 1099-MISC compensation 

(C) Retirement and 
other deferred 
compensation 

(D) Nontaxabie 
benefits 

(E) Totai of coiumns 
{B)(i)-(D) 

(F) Compensation 
in coiumn (B) 
reported as deferred 
on prior Form 990 

(i) Base 
compensation 

(ii) Bonus & 
incentive 
compensation 

(iii) Other 
reportabie 
compensation 

(1) Morton 0. Schapiro 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Chair 

(ii) 

1,096,539. 

250,000. 

243,542. 

238,012. 

198,740. 

2,026,833. 

89,253. 

(2) Michael A. McRobbie 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

610,594. 

156,688. 

858,119. 

334,830. 

9,406. 

1,969,637. 

650,000. 

(3) Michael V. Drake 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

830,076. 

408,080. 

26,471. 

103,123. 

30,458. 

1,398,208. 

0. 

(4) Mark S. Schlissel 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

796,236. 

0. 

2,083. 

247,000. 

23,535. 

1,068,854. 

0. 

(5) Eric W. Kaler 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

605,859. 

0. 

22,651. 

210,100. 

95,634. 

934,244. 

0. 

(6) Mitchell E. Daniels 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

400,431. 

349,500. 

6,968. 

27,000. 

121,559. 

905,458. 

0. 

(7) Eric J. Barron 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

826,184. 

0. 

248,735. 

25,083. 

20,517. 

1,120,519. 

0. 

(8) Ronald Green 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

457,654. 

0. 

0. 

21,200. 

25,752. 

504,606. 

0. 

(9) Rebecca M. Blank 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

492,868. 

0. 

0. 

30,058. 

62,519. 

585,445. 

0. 

(10) Wallace D. Loh 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

630,498. 

0. 

971. 

19,575. 

16,561. 

667,605. 

0. 

(11) Robert L. Barchi 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

703,012. 

103,468. 

2,066. 

36,300. 

0. 

844,846. 

0. 

(12) Robert J. Jones 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

649,606. 

0. 

49,129. 

0. 

22,377. 

721,112. 

0. 

(13) Bruce Harreld 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Director 

(ii) 

585,056. 

0. 

5,600. 

27,000. 

25,746. 

643,402. 

0. 

(14) Lou Anna K. Simon 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Past Director 

(ii) 

750,000. 

100,000. 

47,958. 

36,000. 

11,164. 

945,122. 

0. 

(15) James E. Delany 

(i) 

2,254,803. 

1,482,685. 

41,021. 

1,678,635. 

46,821. 

5,503,965. 

0. 

Commissioner 

(ii) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

(16) Bradford S. Traviolia 

(i) 

481,234. 

0. 

2,333. 

52,800. 

26,138. 

562,505. 

0. 

Treasurer 

iSl 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 
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Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


36-3640583 


Page 2 


Part II 


Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees. Use duplicate copies if additional space is needed. 


For each individual whose compensation must be reported on Schedule J, report compensation from the organization on row (i) and from related organizations, described in the instructions, on row (ii). 
Do not list any individuals that aren’t listed on Form 990, Part Vil. 

Note: The sum of columns (B)(i)-(iii) for each listed individual must equal the total amount of Form 990, Part VII, Section A, iine 1 a, applicable column (D) and (E) amounts for that individual. 


(A) Name and Title 

(B) Breakdown of W-2 and/or 1099-MISC compensation 

(C) Retirement and 
other deferred 
compensation 

(D) Nontaxabie 
benefits 

(E) Totai of coiumns 
{B)(i)-(D) 

(F) Compensation 
in coiumn (B) 
reported as deferred 
on prior Form 990 

(i) Base 
compensation 

(ii) Bonus & 
incentive 
compensation 

(iii) other 
reportabie 
compensation 

(17) Chad Hawley 

(i) 

187,500. 

0. 

8,240. 

26,250. 

16,707. 

238,697. 

0. 

Secretary 

(ii) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

(18) Mark Rudner 

(i) 

208,957. 

0. 

2,490. 

28,799. 

21,075. 

261,321. 

0. 

Assoc. Commissioner, TV Admin. 

(ii) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

(19) Rick Boyages 

(i) 

210,205. 

0. 

1,032. 

28,799. 

25,220. 

265,256. 

0. 

Assoc. Commissioner,Men's Basketball 

(ii) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

(20) Diane Dietz 

(i) 

361,920. 

0. 

1,032. 

47,800. 

9,483. 

420,235. 

0. 

Chief Communications Officer 

(ii) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

(21) Michael McComiskey 

(i) 

160,500. 

0. 

180. 

19,062. 

18,540. 

198,282. 

0. 

Assoc. Commissioner, Technology 

(ii) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

(22) Wendy Fallen 

(i) 

165,400. 

0. 

534. 

23,100. 

26,191. 

215,225. 

0. 

Assoc. Commissioner, Sports Admin. 

(ii) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

(23) Harvey Perlman 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Former Director 

(ii) 

323,075. 

0. 

0. 

26,417. 

18,735. 

368,227. 

0. 

(24) Barbara Wilson 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Former Director 

(ii) 

451,200. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

45,649. 

496,849. 

0. 

(25) Jean Robillard 

(i) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Former Director 

(ii) 

754,002. 

0. 

33,658. 

27,000. 

33,540. 

848,200. 

0. 


(i) 









(ii) 









(i) 









(ii) 









(i) 









(ii) 









(i) 









(ii) 









(i) 









(ii) 









(i) 









(ii) 









(i) 









iSl 
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The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


36-3640583 


Page 3 


Part III I Supplemental Information 


Provide the information, expianation, or descriptions required for Part I, lines 1a, 1b, 3, 4a, 4b, 4c, 5a, 5b, 6a, 6b, 7, and 8, and for Part il. Aiso complete this part for any additional information. 


Part I, Line la: 


James E. Delany received the following taxable benefits: 


Social club dues - $9,180 


James E. Delany received the following non-taxable benefits: 


Travel for companions - $7,389 


First-class travel - $9,147 


Brad Traviolia received the following non-taxable benefit: 


Travel for companions - $918 


Brad Traviolia received the following taxable benefits: 


Travel for companions - $1,781 


Mark Rudner received the following non-taxable benefit: 


Travel for companions - $2,333 


Wendy Fallen received the following non-taxable benefits: 


Travel for companions - $971 _ 

Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 
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Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


36-3640583 


Page 3 


Part III I Supplemental Information 


Provide the information, expianation, or descriptions required for Part I, lines 1a, 1b, 3, 4a, 4b, 4c, 5a, 5b, 6a, 6b, 7, and 8, and for Part il. Aiso complete this part for any additional information. 


Chad Hawley received the following non-taxable benefit: 


Travel for companions - $747 


Michael McComiskey received the following non-taxable benefit: 


Travel for companions - $911 


Part I, Line 4b: 


James E. Delany accrued deferred compensation of $1,678,635 for a 


supplemental non-qualified retirement plan. 


Bradford S. Traviolia accrued deferred compensation of $15,000 for a 


supplemental non-qualified retirement plan. 


Diane Dietz accrued deferred compensation of $10,000 for a supplemental 


non-qualified retirement plan. 


Morton 0. Schapiro, President of Northwestern University, participates in a 


457(f) nonqualified retirement plan and the amounts are subject to _ 

Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 
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SCHEDULE K 
(Form 990) 

Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service _ 

Name of the organization 


Supplemental Information on Tax-Exempt Bonds 
► Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 24a. Provide descriptions, 
explanations, and any additional information in Part VI. 

► Attach to Form 990. ► Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information. _ 

I Employer identification number 


OMB No. 1545-0047 

2017 

Open to Public 
Inspection 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 


36-3640583 


Parti 


Bond Issues 


See Part VI for Column (f) Continuations 


(a) Issuer name 

(b) Issuer EIN 

(c) CUSIP # 

(d) Date issued 

(e) Issue price 

(f) Description of purpose 

(g) Defeased 

(h) On behalf 
of issuer 

(i) Pooled 
financing 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Illinois Finance 

A Authority 

86-1091967 

NoneAvail 

12/20/12 

13000000. 

Construction of 
new conference of 


X 


X 


X 

B 












C 












D 













Part II Proceeds 


1 Amount of bonds retired 

A 

B 

C 

D 

10,833,334. 




2 Amount of bonds legally defeased . 





3 Total proceeds of issue . 

13,012,941. 




4 Gross proceeds in reserve funds . 





5 Capitalized interest from proceeds . 





6 Proceeds in refunding escrows 





7 Issuance costs from proceeds . 





8 Credit enhancement from proceeds . 





9 Working capital expenditures from proceeds . 





10 Capital expenditures from proceeds . 

13,000,000. 




11 Other spent proceeds . 





12 Other unspent proceeds . 





13 Year of substantial completion . 

2013 





Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

14 Were the bonds issued as part of a current refunding issue? . 


X 







15 Were the bonds issued as part of an advanoe refunding issue? . 


X 







16 Has the final allocation of proceeds been made? . 

X 








17 Does the oraanization maintain adequate books and records to support the final allocation of proceeds? . 

X 








Part III Private Business Use 

1 Was the organization a partner in a partnership, or a member of an LLC, 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 


which owned property financed by tax-exempt bonds? 


X 


Are there any iease arrangements that may result in private business use of 
bond-financed property? . 


X 
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Part III Private Business Use (Continued) 




A 

B 

C 

D 

3a 

Are there any management or service contracts that may result in private 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 


business use of bond-financed property? . 


X 







b 

If "Yes" to line 3a, does the organization routinely engage bond counsel or other outside 
counsel to review any management or service contracts relating to the financed property? 









c 

Are there any research agreements that may result in priyate business use of bond-financed property? 


X 







d 

If "Yes" to line 3c, does the organization routinely engage bond counsel or other outside 
counsel to review any research agreements relating to the financed property? . 









4 

Enter the percentage of financed property used in a private business use by 

entities other than a section 501 (c)(3) organization or a state or local government .► 

% 

% 

% 

% 

5 

Enter the percentage of financed property used in a private business use as a result of 

unrelated trade or business activity carried on by your organization, another 

section 501 (c)(3) organization, or a state or local government . ► 

% 

% 

% 

% 

6 

Total of lines 4 and 5 . 

% 

% 

% 

% 

7 

Does the bond issue meet the private security or payment test? . 


X 







8a 

Has there been a sale or disposition of any of the bond-financed property to a non¬ 
governmental person other than a 501 (c)(3) organization since the bonds were issued? 


X 







b 

If "Yes" to line 8a, enter the percentage of bond-financed property sold or disposed 

of . 

% 

% 

% 

% 

c 

If "Yes" to line 8a, was any remedial action taken pursuant to Regulations sections 

1.141-12 and 1.145-2? 









9 

Has the organization established written procedures to ensure that all nongualified 
bonds of the issue are remediated in accordance with the reguirements under 

Regulations sections 1.141-12 and 1.145-2? 

X 









Part IV Arbitrage 


1 Has the issuer filed Eorm 8038-T, Arbitrage Rebate, Yield Reduction and 

Penalty in Lieu of Arbitrage Rebate? . 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 


X 







2 If "No” to line 1 , did the following apply? 





a Rebate not due yet? . 


X 







b Exception to rebate? . 


X 







c No rebate due? . 

X 








If "Yes" to line 2c, provide in Part VI the date the rebate computation was 

performed . 





3 Is the bond issue a variable rate issue? . 


X 







4a Has the organization or the governmental issuer entered into a gualified 
hedge with respect to the bond issue? 


X 







b Name of provider . 





c Term of hedge . 





d Was the hedge superintegrated? . 









e Was the hedge terminated? 
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Part IV Arbitrage (Continued) _____ 


5a Were gross proceeds invested in a guaranteed investment contract (QIC)? . 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 


X 







b Name of provider . 





c Term of GiC 





d Was fhe requiatorv safe harbor for estabiishinq the fair market vaiue of the GIC satisfied? 









6 Were anv gross proceeds invested bevond an avaiiabie temporary period? . 


X 







7 Has the organization estabiished written procedures to monitor the requirements of 

section 148? . 

X 









Part V Procedures To Undertake Corrective Action 



A 

B 

C 

D 


Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Has the organization estabiished written procedures to ensure that vioiations of 
federai tax requirements are timely identified and corrected through the voiuntary 
ciosing agreement program if seif-remediation isn’t avaiiabie under appiicable 

reguiations? . 


X 








Part Vi Suppiementai information. Provide additional information for responses to questions on Schedule K. See instructions 

Schedule K, Part I, Bond Issues: _ 

(a) Issuer Name: Illinois Finance Authority _ 

(f) Description of Purpose: _ 

Construction of new conference office building and meeting center 


Schedule K, Part I, Column (e) & Schedule K, Part, II, Line 3: _ 

The difference between issue price in Part I, Column (e) and the total 
proceeds of issue in Part II, Line 3 is investment income earned on 
bond escrow before the bond proceeds were expended. _ 


Schedule K, Part IV, Line 2c: _ 

A rebate computation was performed by the organization's bond counsel 
in December of 2017 with the legal conclusion that no rebate was due. 
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SCHEDULE 0 

Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ 

0MB No. 1545-0047 

2017 

(Form 990 or 990-EZ) 

Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on 
Form 990 or 990-EZ or to provide any additional information. 


Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 

► Attach to Form 990 or 990-EZ. 

^ Go to www.irs.aov/Form990 for the latest information. 


Open to Public 
Inspection 

Name of the organization 

The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 

Employer identification number 

36-3640583 


Form 990, Part I, Line 1, Description of Organization Mission: 


whose member institutions share a common mission of research, graduate. 


professional and undergraduate teaching and public service. Founded in 


1896, the Big Ten has sustained a comprehensive set of shared practices 


and policies that enforce the priority of academics in 


student-athletes' lives and emphasize the values of integrity, fairness 


and competitiveness. 


Form 990, Part III, Line 1, Description of Organization Mission: 


shared practices and policies that enforce the priority of academics in 


student-athletes' lives and emphasize the values of integrity, fairness 


and competitiveness. 


Form 990, Part III, Line 4d, Other Program Services: 


Media Events 





Expenses $ 999,910. 

including grants of $ 0. 

Revenue $ 127,189. 


Sponsorship Program 


Expenses $ 59,713. including grants of $ 0. Revenue $ 2,897,737. 


Championship Enhancement 


Expenses $ 593,320. including grants of $ 0. Revenue $ 0. 


Community Outreach 


Expenses $ 24,636. including grants of $ 0. Revenue $ 0. 


LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Scheduie O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2017) 
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Name of the organization 



Employer identification number 

The Big 

Ten Conference, Inc. 


36-3640583 

Drug Testing Program 

Expenses $ 302,611. 

including grants of $ 0. 

Revenue $ 

0. 


Programming Initiatives 


Expenses $ 2,620,000. including grants of $ 0. Revenue $ 0. 


Madison Square Garden Basketball Doubleheader 


Expenses $ 484,832. including grants of $ 0. Revenue $ 0. 


Form 990, Part VI, Section A, line 6: 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, is made up of 14 member institutions who 


receive distributions from the organization. 


Form 990 , Part VI, Section B, line 11b: _ 

The Form 990 is prepared by our external tax advisor with data provided by 
our organization. A draft of the Form 990 is provided to management for 
review and comment. The reviewed Form 990 is then presented to the audit 

committee for their review. The Form 990 is then provided to the _ 

organization's governing body before it is filed. _ 


Form 990 , Part VI, Section B, Line 12c: _ 

Each employee is provided a copy of the conflict of interest policy and _ 

must complete, sign and date a disclosure statement at the beginning of his 
or her term of service or employment, and the beginning of each fiscal year 

thereafter. The Budget Committee reviews and monitors the conflict of _ 

interest policy on an annual basis. _ 


Form 990, Part VI, Section B, Line 15a: 
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Name of the organization 

The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 

Employer identification number 

36-3640583 

A thorough compensation study is performed every few years 

for the 

Commissioner's position by an independent third party. The 

last 

compensation study was performed in 2016. The results were 

presented to the 

Board of Directors who have the authority to approve any compensation 

changes. 


A less formalized process is in place for all other positions. The Deputy 

Commissioner will present all compensation recommendations to the _ 

Commissioner who has the ultimate authority to approve. Compensation _ 

adjustments are broadly based upon performance reviews, outside market _ 

research, and informal surveys of other conferences to obtain compensation 
for similar positions. _ 


Form 990 , Part VI, Section C, Line 19: _ 

The Conference makes its Form 990 available to the public upon request for 

the same period of disclosure as set forth in IRC Section 6104(d). The _ 

Conference does not make its financial statements or conflict of interest 
policy available to the public. The governing documents are on file with 
the State of Delaware. 


Form 990 , Part XI, line 9, Changes in Net Assets: _ 

Big Ten Network Holdings, LLC Dividend _ -30,974,853. 

Income from Equity Investments _ 31,171,262. 

Total to Form 990, Part XI, Line 9_ 196,409. 


732212 09-07-17 


42 


Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2017) 






SCHEDULE R 
(Form 990) 


Related Organizations and Unrelated Partnerships 

► Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 33, 34, 35b, 36, or 37. 

► Attach to Form 990. 

^ Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the iatest information. 


0MB No. 1545-0047 

2017 

Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 



Open to Public 
Inspection 

Name of the organization 

The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 

Employer identification number 

36-3640583 


Part I Identification of Disregarded Entities. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 33. 


(a) 

Name, address, and EIN (if applicable) 
of disregarded entity 

(b) 

Primary activity 

(C) 

Legal domicile (state or 
foreign country) 

(d) 

Total income 

(e) 

End-of-year assets 

(f) 

Direct controlling 
entity 

BTMP Holdings, LLC - 35-2621520 

5440 Park Place 

Rosemont^ IL 60018 

Holding Company 

Delaware 

0. 

0. 

The Big Ten Conference, 

Inc. 




















Identification of Related Tax-Exempt Organizations. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34, because it had one or more related tax-exempt 
organizations during the tax year. 



(a) 

Name, address, and EIN 
of related organization 

(b) 

Primary activity 

(c) 

Legal domicile (state or 
foreign country) 

(d) 

Exempt Code 
section 

(e) 

Public charity 
status (if section 
501(c)(3)) 

(f) 

Direct controlling 
entity 

(c 

Section 5 

contr 

enti 

Yes 

J) 

.12(b)(13) 

oiled 

ity? 

No 

University of Illinois - 37-6000511 

509 South Fourth Street 

Champaign, IL 61820 

Public University 

Illinois 



N/A 


X 

Indiana University - 35-6001673 

107 South Indiana Avenue 

Bloomington, IN 47405 

Public University 

Indiana 



N/A 


X 

University of Iowa - 42-6004813 

1 Jessup Hall 

Iowa City, lA 52242 

Public University 

Iowa 



N/A 


X 

University of Maryland - 52-6002033 

Mitchell Building 

College Park, MD 20742 

Public University 

Maryland 



N/A 


X 


For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule R (Form 990) 2017 
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Schedule R (Form 990) 



The Big Ten Conference, Inc 


Part III Continuation of Identification of Reiated Tax-Exempt Organizations 


Name, address, and EIN 
of related organization 


(b) 

Primary activity 


University of Michigan - 38-6006309 
412 Maynard Street 
Ann Arbor^ MI 48109 

Michigan State University - 38-6005984 

2216 East Michigan Avenue 

East Lansing^ MI 48824 

University of Minnesota - 41-6007513 

2221 University Avenue SE, Suite 100 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

Northwestern University - 36-2167817 

633 Clark Street 

Evanston, IL 60208 

Ohio State University - 31-6025986 

Enarson Hall, 154 West 12th Avenue 

Columbus, OH 43210 

Pennsylvania State University - 24-6000376 
201 Old Main 

University Park, PA 16802 
Purdue University - 35-6002041 
610 Purdue Mall 
West LaFayette, IN 47907 

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

- 22-6001086, 57 US Highway 1, New 

Brunswick, NJ 08901 

University of Wisconsin - 39-1805963 

333 East Campus Mall 10101 

Madison, WI 53715 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln - 47-0049123 
Administration Building 201 
Lincoln NE 68588 


Public University 


Public University 


Public University 


Private University 


Public University 


Public University 


Public University 


Public University 


Public University 


Public University 
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ScheduleR(Form990)2017 The Big Ten Conference, Inc. _ 36-3640583 Page 2 

Part III Identification of Reiated Organizations Taxable as a Partnership. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34, because it had one or more related 
organizations treated as a partnership during the tax year. 


(a) 

Name, address, and EIN 
of related organization 


(b) 

Primary activity 


(c) 

Legal 
domicile 
(state or 
foreign 
country) 


(d) 

Direct controlling 
entity 


(e) 

Predominant income 
(related, unrelated, 
excluded from tax under 
sections 512-514) 


(f) 

Share of total 


(g) 

Share of 
end-of-year 
assets 


(h) 

Disproportionate 

aiiocations? 


Yes 


No 


(i) 

Code V-UBI 
amount in box 
20 of Schedule 
K-1 (Form 1065) Yesl No 


(j) 

General or 
managing 
partner? 


(k) 

Percentage 

ownership 


Big Ten Media Properties, LLC 


- 81-4013993 5440 Park 


Place Rosemont IL 60018 


Sale of media 
and sponsorship 
rights 


DE 


BTMP Holdings, 
LLC 


0 . 


N/A 


80.00% 


Part IV Identification of Reiated Organizations Taxable as a Corporation or Trust. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34, because it had one or more related 
organizations treated as a corporation or trust during the tax year. 
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36-3640583 Page 3 


ScheduleR(Form990)2017 The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 


Part V Transactions With Reiated Organizations. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part iV, line 34, 35b, or 36. 


Note: Compiete iine 1 if any entity is iisted in Parts ii, ili, or iV of this scheduie. 


Yes 

No 

1 During the tax year, did the organization engage in any of the foilowing transactions with one or more reiated organizations listed in Parts li-IV? 
a Receipt of (i) interest, (ii) annuities, (iii) rovaities, or (iv) rent from a controiied entity 




1a 


X 

b Gift, grant, or capitai contribution to reiated oraanization(s) 

lb 

X 


c Gift, grant, or capitai contribution from reiated organization(s) 

1c 


X 

d Loans or loan guarantees to or for related organization(s) 

Id 

X 


e Loans or loan guarantees by related organization(s) 

1e 


X 

f Dividends from related organization(s) 

If 

X 


q Sale of assets to related organization(s) 

iq 


X 

h Purchase of assets from related oroanization(s) 

1h 


X 

i Exchange of assets with reiated organization(s) 

Ii 


X 

i Lease of faciiities, eguipment, or other assets to reiated organization(s) 

ii 


X 

k Lease of facilities, eguipment, or other assets from reiated organization(s) 

Ik 


X 

1 Performance of services or membership or fundraising soiicitations for reiated oroanization(s) 

11 


X 

m Performance of services or membership or fundraising soiicitations bv reiated organization(s) 

1m 


X 

n Sharing of faciiities, eguipment, mailing iists, or other assets with reiated organization(s) 

In 


X 

o Sharing of paid employees with related organization(s) 

1o 


X 

p Reimbursement paid to reiated oroanization(s) for expenses 

1p 


X 

q Reimbursement paid bv reiated organization(s) for expenses 

1 q 


X 

r Other transfer of cash or propertv to reiated organization(s) 

1r 


X 

s Other transfer of cash or property from reiated orqanization(s) . 

Is 


X 


2 If the answer to any of the above is "Yes," see the instructions for information on who must compiete this iine, inciuding covered reiationships and transaction thresholds. 


(a) 

Name of reiated organization 

(b) 

Transaction 
type (a-s) 

(c) 

Amount involved 

(d) 

Method of determining amount invoived 

( 1 ) University of Illinois 

B 

53,901,185. 

Cash 

( 2 ) Indiana University 

B 

53,897,704. 

Cash 

(3) University of Iowa 

B 

53,888,704. 

Cash 

(4) University of Maryland-College Park 

B 

26,070,709. 

Cash 

(5) University of Michigan 

B 

54,283,704. 

Cash 

(6) Michigan State University 

B 

53,981,704. 

Cash 
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36-3640583 


ScheduleR(Form990) _ The Big Ten Conference, Inc. 


Party 


Continuation of Transactions With Related Organizations (Schedule R (Form 990), Part V, line 2) 


(a) 

Name of other organization 

(b) 

Transaction 
type (a-r) 

(c) 

Amount involved 

(d) 

Method of determining 
amount involved 

(7) University of Minnesota 

B 

53,915,704. 

Cash 

(8) University of Nebraska 

B 

53,887,704. 

Cash 

(9) Northwestern University 

B 

53,885,704. 

Cash 

( 10 ) Ohio State University 

B 

53,983,704. 

Cash 

( 11 ) Pennsylvania State University 

B 

53,900,704. 

Cash 

( 12 ) Purdue University 

B 

54,068,704. 

Cash 

Rutgers, The State University of New 
(13) Jersey 

B 

11,680,534. 

Cash 

(14) University of Wisconsin 

B 

53,910,704. 

Cash 

(15) University of Maryland-College Park 

D 

30,974,853. 

Cash 

Rutgers, The State University of New 
( 16 ) Jersey 

D 

14,000,000. 

Cash 

(17) Big Ten Network Holding, LLC 

F 

30,974,853. 

Cash 

(18) 




(19) 




(20) 




(21) 




(22) 




(23) 




_(24)_ 
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Provide the following information for each entity taxed as a partnership through which the organization conducted more than five percent of its activities (measured by total assets or gross revenue) 


that was not a related organization. See instructions regarding exclusion for certain investment partnerships. 

(a) 

Name, address, and EIN 
of entity 

(b) 

Primary activity 

(c) 

Legal domicile 
(state or foreign 
country) 

(d) 

Predominant income 
(related, unrelated, 
excluded from tax under 
sections 512-514) 

(e) 

Are all 

partners sec. 
501(c)(3) 
eras.? 

Yes No 

(f) 

Share of 
total 

income 

(g) 

Share of 
end-of-year 
assets 

(h) 

Dispropor¬ 

tionate 

aiiocations? 

Yes No 

(i) 

Code V-UBI 
amount in box 20 
of Schedule K-1 
(Form 1065) 

(j) 

General or 
managing 
partner? 

Yes No 

(k) 

Percentage 

ownership 


Schedule R (Form 990) 2017 
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36-3640583 Page 5 


Schedule R (Form 990) 2017 


The Big Ten Conference, Inc, 


Part VII 


Supplemental Information. 


Provide additional information for responses to questions on Schedule R. See instructions. 
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